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o Gear Selection is key to a successfully
released fish.

e Your line rating and rod should match the
targeted fish and fish size.

o Although it happens accidentally quite often,
a light action rod is no match for a big summer
§ musky.

. e Line is the only thing that connects you to the
. fish and with today’s technology, light lines are
~ completely out dated and not necessary.

~ o Artificial lures reduce the handling time when
B - removing hooks and reduces the severity of
= tissue damage.




Barbless hooks are greatly
handling time. Most barbed hoo
can be pinched dc

e Correct handli

hooks. Wet hand the
required. Forceps, hemao
small pliers are essential

e Boga Grips or sir
NOT a good idea.

e Never hold a fi

<

e The use of cradles for large fish can aid
in landing fish, weighing fish, removing
hooks and releasing fish. This is @ must
have tool for Esox anglers.
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e Stress, trauma, contusions,
lacerations, fatigue...all apply to fish

eld facing upstream
and into the current.

e Keep the fish submerged as long
as it takes. Too quickly of a release
can result in severe damage.

e Distribute body weight horizontally or better yet, in the water
e Use of cotton gloves or “tailing” gloves are highly recommended
e Do not remove from water unless necessary
e Avoid “dead baits” and use of quick strike rigs are recommended

e Cut the line...leave the hook



=

e Qutdoor
photography can
be difficult - ever
changing light and
weather
conditions

e Steps we can
take to
successfully
photograph and
release that fish of
a lifetime...



ul fish is the prin
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hout harming the fish
ang vertice
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gentle handling
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he fish show



Fishing Alone

e Be prepared
 Be fast




wvlight
’ —

1ind or off to the side

=
e silhouette - underexpose
for pronounced shadow
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3 polarizer to
J CIOU ¢

e Removes the glare so we can see fish in the water







':_;fhdcﬁiijde background when appropriate




mposition

Zoom out and move in
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e Weather plays a very important role in the
survivability of released fish. -

e
e Extreme cold weather_c_%ﬁbuld notbe
released unless required by regulations. Gill filaments

and eyes can freeze quickly causing severe and

ometimes mortal damage.
- -l

e Extreme hot weather can also affect a cold water
species.

e Time — could be the single biggest factor in a
successful release. The time it takes to land, the time
it takes to remove hooks and the time you take to
revive.

e Oddly enough coldwater species like lake trout can
better adapt to pressure changes than cool and warm
water species. Take care when releasing fish that have
been brought up from deep water.

e Stringers and live wells are for keepers...no exceptions!

. e Protecting fish against disease is essential to survival
. . .1 after release. Rubber nets, cotton gloves and cradles are
B - - key.




e Nothing wrong wi d old fashibﬁm'
"%&shore lunch
L bi

e Replicas look more realistic and last longer

ones

e Small fish have less bio-accumulation of toxins

% e Some harvest is good for population growth

e Helps to eliminates disease in populations
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our children where their food comes from
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“e Harvesting small fish takes a smaller percentage of§ | m |
the population from the system s\ S

- Harvesting large fish is harvesting large fish
genetics

e Fish fecundity is directly associated with angler
harvest...the more harvest pressure a lake see’s the
younger the maturation rate. Body size Vs. egg
health






